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FOR RELEASE TO THE PRESS:

Tuesday, January 6, 1970, 2 p.m.

An all-night "teach-out" on the environment, entitled Project Survival,

will be held in 'the Tech Institute at Northwestern University, 2145 Sheridan

Road (opposite Noyes Street), Evanston, on Friday evening, January 23, 1970.

Starting at 7:00 pm, nationally known scientists, lawyers, and political leaders

will lecture, discuss, and answer ,ques t i ons on the most important issue facing

mankind: the survival of the human species in an increasingly degraded environ-

ment. Northwestern's will be the first major university teach-in on the environ-

ment; campuses will be swept in a wave of such teach-ins this coming spring.

According to Dr. Allison Burnett of the Department of Biolbgy at Northwestern,

by going first Northwestern has been able to secure as lecturers the most eminent

environmental seientists and ecologists in the United States today. Featured

speakers include Dr. Paul Ehrlich, Dr. Barry Commoner, Dr. LaMont Cole, Dr.

Peter Flawn, Dr. Lawrence Slobodkin, Mr. Victor Yannacone, and Illinois political

leaders Paul Simon, Adlai Stevenson III, and William J. Scott.

Mr. James Reisa of the Northwestern Students for a Better Environment, the
/ /

student group responsible for organizing the program, explained that the teach-in

will be called a "teach-out" in order to dramatize its environmental aspects--

all interested public are invited as the university reaches out into its own

environment.
---------- MORE
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At midnight, and again at 6:00 a.m., there will be folk-song "sing-ins"

led by singers who have become associated with folk-songs about the environment.

Nationally known folksinger Tom Paxton will lead the midnight fo1k-sing-in.

From 1:00 am until 6:00 am, study sections will be conducted on aspects

of the environment. These will give the public a chance to participate in

small group discussions with experts in particular fields. By moving f~om

one section to another, an observer will be able to attend as many as ten

of the sixteen study sections and gain what might amount to the equivalence

of a full university course on the environment. Topics will include' over-

population, depletion of natural reserves, overcrowding, saving Lake Michigan

from death by pollution, pesticides, nuclear power, radioactive fallout and

prenatal fatalities, and legal and political strategies to save the environment.

The teach-out symbolizes a massive concern on the part of universities in

general, and Northwestern in particular, with problems of man's impact upon

nature and the future of life on this~lanet in the face of air and water

pollution, crowding, exhaustion of resources, radioactivity, pesticides, and

other threats which have led scientists such as Dr. Barry Commoner to say

recently that there is some significant likelihood that, unless drastic action

is taken, the human race will not survive the year 2000. The Northwestern

STudents for a Better Environment, and a similar group at Northwestern Law

School called the Environmental Law Club, will continue their research,

teaching, and study activities after the January teach-out. '

In addition to lectures, discussion groups, and folk-songs, the January

./teach-out will feature the showing of films about the environment donated by

the Encyclopedia Britannica, the Tuberculosis Institute, and the Federal Water

Pollution Control Administration.

For additional information, contact Northwestern Students for a Better

Environment at (312) 491-9621.



ENVIRONMENTAL TEACH-OUT: PROJECT SURVIVAL

January 23, 1970
Northwestern University

PROGRAM OF EVENTS

7:00 pm

7:05 pm

INTRODUCTION

PURPOSE OF TEACH-OUT ................................
Mr. James Reisa

Dr. Allison Burnett

7:15 pm READING OF NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION LETTER •.••.••• Dean Robert Strotz

DR. LAWRENCE SLOBODKIN

7:30 pm

7:50 pm

8:10 pm

DR. LAMONT COLE

DR. PETER FLAWN

......................

......................

introduced by Dr. Allison Burnett

introduced by Dr. Lawrence Gilbert

introduced by Dr. Peter Bretsky

8:30 pm

8:50 pm

DR. BARRY COMMONER

DR. PAUL EHRLICH

introduced by

introduced by

Dr. James Lippincott

Mr. Charles Sigwart

QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR AND COFFEE BREAK9:10 pm

9:20 pm

9:45 pm

HON. ADLAI STEVENSON III

HON. WILLIAM J. SCOTT

............ introduced by Mr. James Robin

introduced by Mr. Casey Jason

10:15 pm HON. PAUL SIMON

10:45 pm MR. VICTOR YANNACONE, ESQ.

11:15 pm COFFEE BREAK

introduced by . Mr . Warren Muir

introduced by Dr. Anthony D'Amato

Midnight ENVIRONMENTAL SING-OUT WITH FOLKSINGER TOM PAXTON

1:00 am STUDY SECTIONS -- EACH ON A HALF-HOUR CONTINUING BASIS UNTIL DAWN

Depletion of natural reserves •.•.•..•
Psychological problems of overcrowding
Surplus People and Instant War •••••••
Medical Problems of air pollution ••••
How to save Lake Michigan ••••••••••••
Legislative Action to save Lake Mich ••

Pes ticides .
Don't Labor Under Misconception ••••••
Nuclear Power and the Public ••.••••••
Legal Action against Pol1utors •••••••
Government Spending and Pollution •••.
Life or death for the Oceans ••.••••••
Legal Aspects of Pollution •.••••••.••
Light and Life •••••••••••••••..••••.
Radioactivity & Prenatal Fatalities ••
Dialogue: Student Environment Groups •

Dr. Peter F1awn
Dr. E. T. Hall
Dr. Sidney Peck, Mr. Steven Arch
Dr. Julius Goldberg
Dr. Julian Haynes
State Reps. Harold Katz & Daniel

Pierce
Dr. Peter Ames
Dr. Lonnie Meyers, M.D.
Dr. James Holleman
Mr. Victor Yannacone, Dr. Daniel Janzel
Dr. Colin Wright
Drs. McKinsey & Gibbs
Dr. Anthony D'Amato, Mr. J. Karaganis
Dr. Ronald Novales
Dr. Ernest Sternglass
Mr. James Reisa, Mr. Charles Sigwart

6:00 am DAWN SING-OUT WITH FOLKSINGERS MICHAEL MARK & E. KITCH CHILDS

' 1
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES FOR MAIN SPEAKERS AT TEACH-OUT

Lamont Cole

Lamont Cole is a noted ecologist who was born in Chicago.
a method of analysis of population growth by analyzing the
u1ation ~luctuations and theoretical random fluctuations.
in the field of oxygen depletion, a problem that threatens
Some of his memberships include:
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His research includes
relationship between pop 
His recent interest has been
to reach a crisis stage soon.

AAAS
Biometric Society
American Statistics Association
American Society of Zoologists
American Society of Naturalists
Editor of Ecology 1958-1963
Vice-President of the American Institute of Biological Sciences

Barry Commoner

Barry Commoner was educated at Columbia University and Harvard. From 1959 to 1965 he
was chairman of the committee of Science in the Promotion of Human Welfare. This com
mittee was formed by the American Association for the Advancement of Sciences (AAAS)
to provide an organization devoted to examining the interaction of science and society.
Now, as director of Washington Universityls Center for the Biology of Natural Systems,
Commoner heads the first of a series of environmental health instututions established
by the U.S. Public Health Service at major universities . He has gained public recog
nition most recently by his widely publicized talk at the A.A.A.S. meetings in Boston.
Commoner's publications and books include research on the chemical and physical basis of
processes characteristic of functional living cells, and the flaws in the structure of
science and how they threaten our existence.

Paul Ehr lich

Ehrlich is a population biologist. He has been a professor bf biology at Stanford
since 1959. His books and ·pubUcations on population and man's future need to "control"
the population growth have received .noted acclaim.,
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Society for the Study of Evolution
American Society of Naturalists
Honorary Life Membership in American Musuem of Natural History

Lawrence B. Slobodkin

Slobodkin, an ecologist, was born in New York City in 1928. He received his Ph.D.
from Yale University in 1951 •• His research and a numerous publications are primarily
concerned with theoretical and experimental ecology, and the ecological theory of
evolution. Presently, Slobodkin is a Professor of Biology, Director of the Evolution
and Ecology Program at Stony Brook University in New York.

Peter Flawn

Peter Flawn an environmental geologist was educated at Oberlin College and
Yale University . His research and publication interests center around the con
servation of geological resources. He has published papers on economic geology,
environmental geology and the body politic and geology and conservation. He is
presently Professor and Director of the Bureau of Economic Geology and Geology
at the University of Texas.
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Northwestern Students for a better Environment (NSBE) is a service
organization composed of faculty, graduate, and 'under gr adua t e students with
technical and non-technical backgrounds. Its foundation is based on two
premises.

1) There exists a considerable communications gap between
the university and scientific community on the one hand,
and legislators, conservation groups, and concerned
citizens on the other. Erroneous positions often have
been taken and poor legislation frequently has been passed
due to false or incomplete information.

2) Within any large university there exists more technical
competence embodied in its biologists, chemists,
physicists, and engineers than in any government
environmental organization short of federal.

It is our purpose to tap the resources inherent in Northwestern
University for the purpose of bridging the communications gap, by
translating scientific jargon into popular language. Our mode of operation
has been in the past, and will continue to be in the future, to substitute
in place of mere agitation well thought-out, documented opinions and programs.
Such an approach has helped us establish excellent working relationships
with several governmental agencies. Rabble-rousing is ineffective. Clear~

cut courses of action must be planned . We believe the machinery for this
type of solution to the problem exists within the university community.
If this approach does not prove to be effective, we envision the loss of
a tremendous resource. NSBE, then, has set up a list of goals by which we
hope to achieve our aim of bridging the communications gap:

1. To maintain a student-operated environmental problems
information center, open to the public, with a library
and reading room devoted to problems of pollution,
overpopulation, and environmental degradation.

2. To inform the public by volunteering lecturers to civic,
social, business, and educational groups in the Chicago

I

area.



NORTHWESTERN STUDENTS FOR A BETTER ENVIRONMENT

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201

N.S.a.E. OFFICE AND LIBRARY'

CRImAP LABORATORY. ROOM 1157

PHONE. (3121 <481·8827

"a better environment

through education"

FINANCIAL MATTERS,

C/O O ....ICE 01" STUDENT A_AI"S

SCOTT HAu.. ROOM 20<4

3. To inform and help coordinate environmental quality efforts
by provid ing a news letter. to governmenta 1 organiza tions,
conservation groups, and other schools, as well as to our
membership.

4. To press for strong, effective environmental quality
legislation.

5. To influence public opinion and legislative and legal
action to end flagrant environmental abuses by individual
in~ustries and municipalities •

.., . ,

6. To consult with and aid concerned industries in solving
their special problems.

"

7. Ultimately, to establish a Northwestern University Center
for Environmental Problems, which will be an educational
as well as public informational center, where people
interested in career training in this field may study.

We feel that many universities, especially those in the Chicago
area, have not made sufficient use of their abilities to be of value in the
cause of environmental quality. We thus hope to establish an effective
precedent for other universities to follow. We hope, also, that in the
future we may enlist the help of the university's administration, thus
enabling the university to act as a unified whole in accomplishing these
goals. .
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