
Remnants of an Advanced Technology

Artist: Alisha B Wormsley

Mentor: Joeonna Bellorado-Samuels

Exhibition Dates: September 15th – October 22nd, 2022 

Opening Reception

Thursday, September 15th, 6–8 pm

Tarot Card Reading + Exhibition Walkthrough

Saturday, October 15th, 2–4 pm

"It is right that a woman should lead. A womb is what god made in the beginning. And in the womb was born Time and all that fills up 

space. So says the beautiful spirit." –Mother Seal via Zora Neale Hurston

Remnants of an Advanced Technology is a solo exhibition by artist Alisha B Wormsley with curatorial mentorship from Joeonna Bellorado-

Samuels. The exhibition is rooted in the artist’s ongoing project, Children of NAN, a physical and theoretical archive that documents the 

ways in which Black womxn care for themselves, each other, and the earth. Remnants of an Advanced Technology draws from this archive 

to present three bodies of work: photo-based quilts, tapestries, and vessels. To the artist, these objects become maps, circuits, and the 

womb. Collectively, they begin to formulate a creation story imbued with notions of sovereignty, one that is grounded simultaneously in 

ancient and futuristic practices.

“There are not enough words, spaces, and worlds dedicated to the richness of Black women,” begins exhibition catalogue essayist 

Amanda Dibando Awanjo. For the past two decades, Wormsley has positioned herself as an archivist of this matter. The objects, photos, 

video, films, sounds, philosophies, myths, rituals, and performances she has accumulated as part of Children of NAN serve as a growing 

survival guide, a tool that lives between legacy and prophecy. Remnants of an Advanced Technology at CUE—the artist’s first solo 

exhibition in New York City—is but one story in the world being created by Wormsley: a thriving radical dimension that centers the agency 

and decolonized dreams of Black womxn.

Advancing “technology” beyond the purview of the privileged and powerful, Wormsley imagines another realm—one in which care, 

healing, sacredness, and science converge through Black matriarchal presence. With the works in the exhibition, she creates portals 

through time, space, and spirit, transforming each object “into a shrine of itself, and then build[ing] around it until its singularity gives way to 

a constellation,” remarks exhibition mentor Joeonna Belladoro-Samuels. “In beholding her works and her materials, I can’t help but find 

home. They are charged with memory, and offer me the aspiration of becoming part of the world being constructed by her hand.”
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About the Artist

Alisha B Wormsley is an interdisciplinary artist and cultural producer based in Pittsburgh, PA. Her work contributes to the imagining of the 

future of arts, science, and technology through the lens of Black womxn, challenging contemporary views of modern American life through 

whichever medium she feels is the best form of expression. This includes actions such as creating an object, a sculpture, a billboard, a 

performance, or a film. Wormsley thrives in collaboration. 

Over the last few years, Wormsley has designed public art initiatives including Streaming Space, a 24-foot pyramid with video and sound 

installed in downtown Pittsburgh, as well as several park designs and a newly commissioned public artwork at the Pittsburgh International 

Airport. Wormsley’s ongoing public program, There Are Black People In the Future, gives mini-grants to open up discourse around 

displacement and gentrification. In 2020, she launched Sibyls Shrine, an arts residency for Black creative mothers that has received 

support from the Heinz Endowments. In 2022, she was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship with longtime collaborator Li Harris to engage 

in site-specific fieldwork in international and national topographical locations, with the goal of making a film that establishes a series of 

portals to an inner space reality for Black exponential potential of Being. Wormsley was recently selected with collaborator Kite for Creative 

Time’s 2023 commissioned open call. Integrating media, public space, and public interaction, they will design invitations for rest and 

reimagination rooted in practices of Afro-Futurism and Indigenous Protocol. 

Wormsley’s work has been exhibited widely, most recently at the Oakland Museum, VCUArts Qatar, Speed Museum, Artpace, Times Square 

Arts, Mattress Factory Contemporary Museum, and the Carnegie Museum of Art. She has received fellowships from Monument Lab and the 

Goethe Institute, as well as the Sundance Interdisciplinary Grant and the Carol Brown Achievement Award, among others. Wormsley holds 

an MFA in Film and Video from Bard College, and is currently a Presidential Postdoctoral Research Fellow at Carnegie Mellon University.

About the Mentor

Joeonna Bellorado-Samuels is a Director at Jack Shainman Gallery, and views her position as an advocacy role in helping to manage the 

careers of artists within the gallery’s roster. She is also the founder of We Buy Gold, a roving gallery that presents exhibitions, 

commissioned projects, and public events. She was on the curatorial team of The Racial Imaginary Institute, and was a founding Director of 

For Freedoms, the first artist-run Super PAC, which uses art to inspire deeper political engagement in order to impact policy and reshape 

the American political landscape.

Exhibition Video

Alisha Wormsley: "Remnants of an Advanced Technology" at CUE Art Foundation
CUE Art Foundation

00:41

Exhibition Materials

Press Release

Click here to download a PDF version of the exhibition press release. For more info or press materials, email press@cueartfoundation.org.

Catalogue

Remnants of an Advanced Technology is accompanied by a color catalogue with texts by artist Alisha B Wormsley, exhibition mentor 

Joeonna Bellorado-Samuels, and ACMP writer Amanda Dibando Awanjo (mentored by Kemi Adeyemi). The catalogue is available to read 

online, and a print version is available free of charge to gallery visitors. 

Amanda Dibando Awanjo’s catalogue essay, “Play With Form And Time In Alisha Wormsley’s Remnants Of An Advanced Technology” is 

also available to read on our website.
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Opening Reception Photos

With ritual offerings by Li Harris, Jasmine Hearn, and Jamila Raegan
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Exhibition Credits and Support

Remnants of an Advanced Technology by Alisha B Wormsley, mentored by Joeonna Bellorado-Samuels. Graphic design by Studio Ercan-Li 

(Nazli Ercan & Eric Li). Catalogue essay by Amanda Dibano Awanjo, mentored by Kemi Adeyemi. Presented by CUE Art Foundation, 2022.

This exhibition is made possible by an Action Grant from Humanities New York, with the support of the National Endowment for the 

Humanities. Programmatic support for CUE Art Foundation is provided by Aon PLC; Evercore, Inc; The Milton and Sally Avery Arts 

Foundation; The William Talbott Hillman Foundation; and Corina Larkin & Nigel Dawn. Programs are also supported, in part, by public funds 

from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, in partnership with the City Council; the New York State Council on the Arts with the 

support of Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State Legislature; and the National Endowment for the Arts.

Address Gallery Hours Contact Info

    

EXHIBITIONS

EVENTS

PROGRAMS + OPPORTUNITIES

PARTNERSHIPS

CATALOGUES + MEDIA

ABOUT CUE

PROGRAM ALUMNI

SUPPORT

SHOP

RESOURCES

SEARCH

https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/51f13e79e4b0799d35dfa1a8/1663440617293-GQ5M68A9TKGH3WIV59TP/_DSC1112-Edit-2.jpg
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/51f13e79e4b0799d35dfa1a8/1663440382289-CJN0X0DFXY3A7JL2JY4V/_DSC1100-2.jpg
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/51f13e79e4b0799d35dfa1a8/1663440603778-ROE7INJZ7BTWABSGV4BU/_DSC1143-2.jpg
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/51f13e79e4b0799d35dfa1a8/1663440528328-222YOY40MN7QO3C956WQ/_DSC1150-2.jpg
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/51f13e79e4b0799d35dfa1a8/1663878641470-XNK0N6MQ45A4YLTL48QZ/AlishaWormsley_Remnants_OpeningReception00098.jpg
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/51f13e79e4b0799d35dfa1a8/1663879296868-HLXIZKHA2U364Y6VXX5N/AlishaWormsley_Remnants_OpeningReception00107.jpg
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/51f13e79e4b0799d35dfa1a8/1663440703873-OBNGTVP6397TFI8AM1TX/_DSC1001-2.jpg
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/51f13e79e4b0799d35dfa1a8/1663439960952-JS14YOVIVD2VB9VGWYJM/_DSC0979-2.jpg
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/51f13e79e4b0799d35dfa1a8/1663440504470-Q9RRV0FIQTE910HL7KZJ/_DSC1154-2.jpg
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/51f13e79e4b0799d35dfa1a8/1663878050739-FH47Q3AICCEYHV8HJ5ZF/AlishaWormsley_Remnants_OpeningReception00082+%281%29.jpg
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/51f13e79e4b0799d35dfa1a8/1663439605013-60L3AMC3CRDJQXLMD79Z/_DSC0970-2.jpg
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/51f13e79e4b0799d35dfa1a8/1663878843296-EOTBU2A48UJCAV4KKWGO/AlishaWormsley_Remnants_OpeningReception00046.jpg
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/51f13e79e4b0799d35dfa1a8/1663878941981-UOBFTD09CLL5VCSZCSQX/AlishaWormsley_Remnants_OpeningReception00023.jpg
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/51f13e79e4b0799d35dfa1a8/1663879041352-UA2706889TZZTBP7UQTI/AlishaWormsley_Remnants_OpeningReception00017.jpg
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/51f13e79e4b0799d35dfa1a8/1663879213658-AB5QL3OAXIT0BYRBQQ6D/AlishaWormsley_Remnants_OpeningReception00088+%281%29.jpg
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/51f13e79e4b0799d35dfa1a8/1663879358807-BNJYJMQM9LI01B6ZK3NR/AlishaWormsley_Remnants_OpeningReception00111.jpg
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/51f13e79e4b0799d35dfa1a8/1663878442265-2KY2J1VL60FQPX89VSB9/AlishaWormsley_Remnants_OpeningReception00036.jpg
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/51f13e79e4b0799d35dfa1a8/1663440438576-P6X118CX5GBKSE501H50/_DSC1166-2.jpg
https://www.alishabwormsley.com/
https://ercan-li.com/
https://www.instagram.com/amandaastute/?hl=en
https://cueartfoundation.org/
https://cueartfoundation.org/
https://cueartfoundation.org/
https://cueartfoundation.org/
https://cueartfoundation.org/
https://cueartfoundation.org/
https://cueartfoundation.org/
https://cueartfoundation.org/search-cue
https://cueartfoundation.org/search-cue
https://cueartfoundation.org/search-cue
https://cueartfoundation.org/search-cue
https://cueartfoundation.org/search-cue
https://cueartfoundation.org/search-cue
http://instagram.com/cueart
http://vimeo.com/cueart
http://www.facebook.com/cueartfoundation
https://www.issuu.com/cueart
mailto:info@cueartfoundation.org


137 W. 25th Street, Ground Floor

Between 6th and 7th Avenues

New York, NY 10001

Wednesday – Saturday, 12 pm – 6 pm

Holiday hours and visitor information, 

including access notes, can be found here

212.206.3583

info@cueartfoundation.org

Subscribe

Sign up with your email address to receive news and updates.

Email Address
 

SIGN UP

We respect your privacy.
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