
PHIL 110: Introduction to Philosophy 
Fall 2018 

 
 
Professor M. Glanzberg     Department of Philosophy 
T/TH 9:30-10:50      Office: Kresge 3433 
Lutkin Hall      847-491-4452 
Office Hours: T 2:00-3:00, TH 11:00-12:00   m-glanzberg@northwestern.edu 
 
Overview 
This course has two central goals.  The first is to give you an understanding of what philosophical problems are, 
and how they might be solved.  This will be done through consideration of some perennial philosophical problems, 
drawing on readings from important figures in the history of philosophy, as well as contemporary authors.  The 
second goal is to develop your analytic and argumentative skills.  Topics to be discussed include the existence of 
God, the nature of knowledge, the relation of mind to body, free will, and ethics and the nature of right and 
wrong. 
 
Course Objectives 
In this course we will be exploring several traditional topics within philosophy.  Students will be expected (i) to 
comprehend the various philosophers’ arguments on these topics, (ii) to develop their own views on the topics, (iii) 
to present their own views, as well as the views of the philosophers we read, in clear, succinct, and well-argued 
papers, and (iv) to develop their critical thinking skills. 
 
Prerequisites 
There are no prerequisites for this course. 
 
Books 
Reason and Responsibility, Sixteenth Edition, edited by Joel Feinberg and Russ Shafer-Landau, Cengage. 
 
Requirements 
Attendance: Attendance at lectures and sections is required.  Lectures will introduce material not in the readings.  
One of the goals of the course is to help students develop their critical and argumentative skills.  Because of this, 
participation in section is especially important. 
 
Readings: Reading, discussing, and writing about the assigned readings are essential.  There are readings 
assignment for each class meeting.  They are not easy: they are not introductions to philosophy but rather 
examples of it.  Though the number of pages in each reading is small, you should expect them to require careful 
and often slow reading. 
 
Papers: Two papers of approximate 5 pages each. 
 
Short Assignments: Very brief preparatory assignments to prepare for sections will be due (more or less) weekly in 
section. 
 
Final Exam: The course will have a 2-hour final, Thursday, December 13, 12:00-2:00. 
 
Grading 
Grades will be based on the following distribution. 
 10% section grade: based on contribution to discussion, and short assignments, as well as attendance and 
 preparation 
 55% papers: 25% first paper, 30% second paper 
 35% final exam 
 



Policies 
Papers and take-home projects must be submitted via Turnitin on the course Canvas site. Unexcused late papers 
will be penalized a half-grade for every twenty-four hours late. (This includes the weekend, since electronic 
submission is always available to you.) 
 
Any student with a disability requesting accommodations is required to register with Services for Students with 
Disabilities (ssd@northwestern.edu; 847-467-5530) and present an accommodation letter from SSD to his/her 
professor, preferably within the first two weeks of class. All discussions will remain confidential. 
 
 
 
Tentative Schedule (this will almost certainly change somewhat!) 
 
Questions and arguments 

Week 1   
September 27   Organization and introduction 

Anselm, “The Ontological Argument” 
Rowe, “The Ontological Argument” 

 
 Week 2 

October 2   Rowe, continued 
    Guanilo, “On Behalf of the Fool” 

 
Knowledge 
 Week 2 continued 

October 4   Pollock, “A Brain in a Vat” 
    Huemer, “Three Skeptical Arguments” 
 
Week 3     
October 9   Huemer, contunued 
    Ryle, “Knowing How and Knowing That” 
 

Mind and brain 
 Week 3 continued   
 October 11   Papineau, “The Case for Materialism” 
 
 Week 4 
 October 16   Jackson, “The Qualia Problem” 
 October 18   Searle, “Minds, Brains, and Programs” 
 

 [Paper 1 due Thursday, October 18] 
 
Freedom of will and responsibility 
 Week 5 
 October 23   Pereboom, “Why We Have No Free Will and Can Live Without It”  
     Kane, “Free Will: Ancient Disputes, New Themes,” section I 
 October 25   Pereboom and Kane, continued 
 
 Week 6 
 October 30   Beebee, “Compatibilism and the Ability to do Otherwise” 
     Kane, continued 
 November 1   Beebee, continued 
     Wolf, “Sanity and the Metaphysics of Responsibility” 



 
 
Ethics 
 Week 7 
 November 6   Mill, “Utilitarianism” 
 November 8   Mill, continued 
 
 Week 8     
 November 13   Mill, continued 
     Kant, “The Good Will and the Categorical Imperative” 
 November 15   Kant, continued 
 

[Paper 2 due Thursday, November 15] 
 
 Week 9 
 November 20   Kant, continued 

 November 22   Thanksgiving.  No class. 
 
 Week 10 
 November 27   Kant, continued 

 November 29   Midgley, “Trying Out One's New Sword” 
 

 
 

December 4   Reading period 
December 6 

 
December 13   Final exam 

 
 
 


