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S TEVEN DEMOREST, AS BOTH A SCHOLAR AND

a singer, had a voice that was strong and resonant.
Steve’s passion for singing grew as an undergrad-

uate in the Luther College choirs under the inspiring
direction of Weston Noble, as a graduate student at
Westminster Choir College, and through his doctoral
work at the University of Wisconsin, where he encoun-
tered the choral artistry of Robert Fountain. His value
for and pursuit of rigorous research and musical accom-
plishment—pairing the two while maintaining the integ-
rity of each—characterized his contribution to the fields
of choral music, music education, and music psychology.
Rather than viewing musical excellence as exclusive,
Steve saw musical achievement as something everyone
could and should experience. He also believed that those
responsible for guiding such experiences should be
skilled as musicians and as teachers. Through a career
that began at the University of North Texas, then at the
University of Washington, and finally at Northwestern
University, Steve worked tirelessly to bring about the best
in music-making and music teaching.

Steve did not constrain his research to a single disci-
pline or audience, but posed questions across bound-
aries and categories. For example, though initially
studying singing development in adolescents (Demorest
& Clements, 2007), he expanded this work to include
children (Demorest, Nichols, & Pfordresher, 2017) and
adults (Demorest & Pfordresher, 2015). He found that
cognitive aspects of singing, like many learned abilities,
were not stable but declined over time if not main-
tained, thus documenting that singing experience repre-
sented a central factor in singing accuracy. Addressing
both pedagogy and learning processes, he worked to
develop tools for assessing pitch matching and song
singing including comparisons of acoustic scoring to
expert judgement (highly correlated), and encouraged
work by others on the psychometrics of singing assess-
ment, including concerns of validity and reliability.

After a singing research symposium he convened in
Seattle in 2013, Steve and his colleagues introduced the
Seattle Singing Accuracy Protocol (Pfordresher et al.,
2015), a pioneering online assessment tool that auto-
mated collection of singing data.

If certain musical skills required exercise to be main-
tained, rather than deteriorate with neglect, and know-
ing adults often expressed regret later in life for not
participating more in music, Steve realized the need for
a thorough understanding of why adolescents join and
continue to participate in music. He found school music
participation could be predicted to a high degree (74%)
by family music participation and by participants’ own
views of themselves as musicians (Demorest, Kelley, &
Pfordresher, 2017). This connection between musical
self-concept and actual singing ability marked a rich
contribution to the understanding of music participa-
tion among young people.

Steve was fascinated not only by music production
skills, but by perception skills, as well. He viewed the
music classroom as a place where all music is welcomed
and explored, and asked questions about the ways
humans make sense of unfamiliar music, about what
happens when music crosses cultural boundaries. In one
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of his favorite studies from this line of his research,
Steve examined whether either music complexity or
participant age was a factor in listeners’ apparent mem-
ory advantage for culturally familiar music (Morrison,
Demorest, & Stambaugh, 2008). Finding that neither
factor mitigated what he coined an ‘‘enculturation
effect’’—the cognitive privilege enjoyed by the music rule
system in which one grew up—he went on to gather
evidence that pointed to patterns of pitch interval and
rhythm as the primary sources of culture-based variabil-
ity in music recognition memory.

Using a computational design that modeled the
expectancies of pitch intervals and inter-onset intervals
(IOI) occurring within specified music corpora (Pearce
& Wiggins, 2012), he and his collaborators proposed the
notion of cultural distance, a quantifiable measure
describing the degree to which one body of music dif-
fers from another (Morrison, Demorest, & Pearce,
2018). Rather than a dichotomous similar/different
construct, cultural distance acknowledges the continua
along which different music traditions vary through
dimensions such as pitch or rhythm. Such a continuous

measure allows for a more fine-grained understanding
of interaction between structural aspects of music and
corresponding human behaviors. Steve was in the pro-
cess of testing this construct at the time of his death and
this work will continue through his collaborators and
students.

With a 30-year record of sustained and substantive
scholarly work, Steve found it satisfying that his most
widely read article was a recent essay published in The
Conversation (Demorest, 2017). In it he eschewed the
characteristic formality of research reports and made
a succinct and plain-spoken case for each individual’s
innate musicality, the importance of encouraging chil-
dren’s musical curiosity, and the care adults must take
with young peoples’ musical self-image. With over
300,000 Facebook posts to date, Steve’s cautionary words
about the talent mindset clearly resonated. It also
exemplified his values as a scholar, an educator, and
a musician—and, without question, as a father and
a deeply compassionate human being—in its application
of sound logic and data to teaching practice in the best
musical interests of children.

References

DEMOREST, S. M. (2017, March). Stop obsessing over talent—
Everyone can sing. The Conversation. Retrieved from: http://
theconversation.com/stop-obsessing-over-talent-everyone-
can-sing-74047

DEMOREST, S. M., & CLEMENTS, A. (2007). Factors influencing
the pitch matching of junior high boys. Journal of Research in
Music Education, 55(3), 190–203. http://doi.org/10.1177/
002242940705500302

DEMOREST S. M., KELLEY, J., & PFORDRESHER, P. (2017). Singing
ability, musical self-concept, and future musical participation.
Journal of Research in Music Education, 64(4), 405–420. http://
doi.org/10.1177/0022429416680096

DEMOREST, S. M., NICHOLS, B. E., & PFORDRESHER, P. (2018).
The effect of focused instruction on young children’s singing
accuracy. Psychology of Music, 46(4), 488–499. http://doi.org/
10.1177/0305735617713120

DEMOREST, S. M. & PFORDRESHER, P. (2015). Singing accuracy
development from K-Adult: A comparative study. Music
Perception, 32, 293–302. http://doi.org/10.1525/
mp.2015.32.3.293

MORRISON, S. J., DEMOREST, S. M., & PEARCE, M. T. (2018).
Cultural distance: A computational approach to exploring
cultural influences on music cognition. In M. H. Thaut & D. A.
Hodges (Eds.), The Oxford handbook of music and the brain
(pp. 42–65). Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press. http://
doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780198804123.013.3

MORRISON, S. J., DEMOREST, S. M., & STAMBAUGH, L. A. (2008).
Enculturation effects in music cognition: The role of age and
music complexity. Journal of Research in Music Education,
56(2), 118–129. http://doi.org/10.1177/0022429408322854

PEARCE, M. T., & WIGGINS, G. A. (2012). Auditory expectation:
The information dynamics of music perception and cognition.
Topics in Cognitive Science, 4(4), 625–652. http://doi.org/
10.1111/j.1756-8765.2012.01214.x

PFORDRESHER, P., DEMOREST, S. M., DALLA BELLA, S.,
HUTCHINS, S., LOUI, P., RUTKOWSKI, J., WELCH, G. (2015).
Theoretical perspectives on singing accuracy: An introduction
to the special issue on singing accuracy (Part 1). Music
Perception, 32, 227–331. http://doi.org/10.1525/
mp.2015.32.3.227

184 Steven J. Morrison & Bryan E. Nichols



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 266
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 266
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 900
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        9
        9
        9
        9
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions true
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 300
        /LineArtTextResolution 1200
        /PresetName ([High Resolution])
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 9
      /MarksWeight 0.125000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [288 288]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


