CEE_ENV 471-11I: Transportation Systems Analysis Il

Spring 2021
Course:
Lecture: Monday/Wednesday 2:00 - 3:50 pm on Zoom (see Canvas for Zoom link)
Instructor: Marco Nie
Office: A328, Technological Institute (Zoom ID 671 657 3620)
Phone: 847-467-0502
Email: y-nie@northwestern.edu
Web Page: http://www.civil.northwestern.edu/people/nie.html

Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday 1:00-1:50 pm, and by appointment

Description: As a sequel to CEE_.ENV 471-I, this course extends transportation systems analy-
sis to accommodate dynamics in travel demand and network flow and operation and design of urban
transit systems. The primary objective is to introduce the students to the fundamental principles
and mathematical methods that guide these active areas of transportation research and practice.
Students will be exposed to both the classic work and the latest developments in the filed, and
be encouraged to ask and address research questions of their own. The course has three pil-
lars. The first is the simple and powerful economic model of morning commute problem, which
endogenizes both departure time choice and traffic dynamics. The more general optimization
approach that is built under the umbrella of dynamic traffic assignment (DTA) will also be re-
viewed and compared with the morning commute model. The main components of the DTA
approach, including basic traffic floww models, time-depending shortest path problems, and as-
signment models, constitute the second pillar of the course. The third pillar of the course is
principles for operating and designing urban transit systems.

After taking this course, students should be able to (1) use typical traffic flow models (e.g. bot-
tleneck models, kinematic wave model) in transportation system analysis; (2) solve morning
commute problems under simple settings and make economic/policy interpretation of the so-
lutions; (3) solve time-dependent and adaptive shortest path problems; (4) classify and analyze
various system optimal and user equilibrium DTA formulations; (5) create simple timetables ac-
cording to observed transit load profiles; (7) perform sketch design of simple transit systems;
and (8) understand basic transit route choice and frequency-based transit assignment models.

Prerequisites: Students are recommended to take CEE_LENV 471-1 before taking this course.
This may not be considered a prerequisite for students with a solid background in optimization.
Students should be able to write simple computer programs in MATLAB or any equivalent or
lower-level languages (such as Java, C++, FORTRAN, C etc.)

Recommended Text:
No textbook required.
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Homework and projects: There will be three homework assignments, a discussion assignment
and one course project. Some assignments may involve writing simple computer codes to solve
problems studied in the class. For the course project, you will be asked to write a short 5-page
research proposal to National Science Foundation (NSF), showcasing one of your brilliant ideas
that you believe is worthwhile to be funded. Other than you should make the proposed research
a relevant application of what you have learned from the class, there is no other restriction on
the subject. Students will make a final presentation on the topic of the course project.

Exams: No exams will be given.

Grading: The final grade will be assigned on the following basis:

Homework 45%
Paper discussion 20%
Proposal 35%

Working Together: Working together on homework is accepted. However, students are expected
to write up their own versions of solutions. Depending on the class size, students may be asked
to form teams to do the course project. A team may not have more than two members who will
submit a joint project report and receive the same grade. Working together on exams, of course,
is forbidden.
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