Institute for Cellular Engineering Technologies (iCET)
Request for Seed Project Proposals

Purpose: 
The Institute for Cellular Engineering Technologies invites applications for seed projects involving novel early-stage research related to cellular engineering topics as described on the iCET website (http://icet.northwestern.edu/). The goal is to support new research initiatives and interdisciplinary research partnerships, involving faculty members representing at least two Northwestern Schools, toward generating preliminary data for securing external federal or industry funding. 
Eligibility and Allowable Costs: 
· The Principal Investigator must hold a tenure-track faculty appointment at Northwestern University. Each faculty member may participate in only one proposal. No sub-awards to other institutions will be granted.
· Funding is available in any area of iCET research themes described at http://icet.northwestern.edu/.  including but not limited to:

· Projects that are too risky for federal funding;
· Projects that fit less comfortably into established funding mechanisms (and consequently are viewed skeptically by reviewers);

· New projects in a very early stage for generation of preliminary data necessary for applying for federal funding;
· Projects involving innovative collaborations that may not align with federal funding.

· Typical awards are anticipated between $40,000 – $45,000 direct costs. Industry matching is highly encouraged but not required. iCET will assist faculty interested in collaboration with industry by providing guidance and points of contact at relevant companies.
· Allowable expenses include graduate student or post‐doc support, materials and supplies, and facility user fees or services;

· Funds must be completely expended within 18 months with no extensions;

· iCET funds may not be used for faculty salary (except for FSM faculty), travel, conferences, publication fees, entertainment of visitors, alcohol, capital equipment, teaching activities, or outreach activities (symposia, academic visitors, etc.);

· Indirect costs are not applicable on iCET funds. 
Review and Post‐Award Requirements:

· iCET will manage the review process. Proposals will be reviewed by - the iCET Director, co-Director, senior leadership from the participating NU Schools and the Office for Research, as well as subject-matter experts.
· PIs are encourage to recommend names of 4 potential faculty reviewers who: have the required technical expertise to review the application, have no conflict of interest, are preferably NU faculty, are outside the PI department.
· Expected deliverables include:

· A final report (3 pages max) at the end of the grant - summarizing the research results and listing the resulting submitted/accepted papers and proposals.

Proposal Due Date:  April 26, 2016 
Anticipated Announcement Date of the Awards: August 1, 2016
For inquires: Contact the Directors at icet@northwestern.edu
Proposal Preparation Instructions: 
The application should be compiled into a single pdf file and submitted by email to meg-mcdonald@northwestern.edu. This is internal funding that does not require submission through OSR. 

The application components are listed below. Template forms for items 1-3 should be downloaded from http://icet.northwestern.edu/.  A complete application should include the following:

1.  Cover page 


2.  Project description including milestone chart with deliverables

3.  Budget spreadsheet and justification

4.  Letter of commitment from industry sponsor (if applicable)

5.  NIH or NSF formatted bio-sketches for each faculty participant

