
Seminar in Epistemology: Contextualism & Invariantism 
(PHIL 468) 

 
Professor Baron Reed                             Winter Quarter, 2011 
office: 3-225 Kresge Hall                                  2-345 Kresge Hall 
email: b-reed@northwestern.edu                       T 4:00-6:50 
office hours: MW 11:00-12:00 
  and by appointment 
 
Course Description:  
Does the truth value of a knowledge attribution (e.g., “Maria knows that it is raining”) 
depend on the conversational context in which it is made?  Do a person’s practical interests 
make a difference as to whether she has knowledge?  In recent years, some epistemologists 
have answered one or the other questions affirmatively.  We shall look at the arguments for 
doing so, as well as the costs and benefits that may follow from adopting one of these views. 
 
Required Texts: 
Keith DeRose, The Case for Contextualism: Knowledge, Skepticism, and Context, Vol. 1,  
 Oxford University Press, 2009 
John Hawthorne, Knowledge and Lotteries, Oxford University Press, 2004 
Jason Stanley, Knowledge and Practical Interests, Oxford University Press, 2005 
 
Recommended Text: 
Jeremy Fantl & Matthew McGrath, Knowledge in an Uncertain World, Oxford University  
 Press, 2010 
 [This will be the focus of the department’s M&E reading group in the winter term] 
 
Required Work: 
Work for the course will include a short paper, a presentation, a commentary on a 
classmate’s paper, and a final paper: 
 
      20% Short paper (4-5 pages) 
      20% Presentation (4-5 pages) 
      10% Comments (2 pages) 
      50% Final Paper (10 pages) 
 
Excellent class participation may also factor into the final grade. 
 
Course Policies: 

(1) Computers and phones cannot be used during class time. 
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(2) In order to pass the course, all assignments must be completed. 
(3) Extensions must be requested before the due date. 
(4) Paper versions of the assignments must be submitted. 
(5) VERY IMPORTANT: plagiarism will not be tolerated.  All cases of alleged 

violation of academic integrity will be referred to the Assistant Dean for Advising 
and Academic Integrity.  Possible penalties range from failing the course to 
permanent exclusion from the university.  For more on plagiarism, see: 
http://www.wcas.northwestern.edu/advising/dishon.html 
http://www.writing.northwestern.edu/avoiding_plagiarism.html. 

 
Students with Disabilities: 
Any student with a documented disability needing accommodations is requested to speak 
directly to the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) (847-467-5530) and the 
instructor, as early as possible in the quarter (preferably within the first two weeks of class). 
All discussions will remain confidential. 
 
Blackboard:  
Much of the business of this course, including access to readings on reserve, will be 
conducted through the Course Management System (Blackboard).  You are encouraged to 
check it frequently, as I may post announcements there from time to time.  To access 
Blackboard, you will need to use your NetID and password.  The web address for Blackboard 
is: https://courses.northwestern.edu/webapps/login/. 
 
Schedule of Readings: 
 
Jan. 4   Setting the Stage: externalist solutions to skepticism; the relevant alternatives 
theory; data in epistemology; bank cases 
 
Jan. 11   Contextualism: DeRose, ch. 1-2 
 
Jan. 18   The Lottery Paradox: Hawthorne, ch. 1 
 
Jan. 25   A Second Look at Contextualism: Hawthorne, ch. 2; Stanley, ch. 1 
 
Feb. 1   Objections to Contextualism: Stanley, ch. 2-3; DeRose, ch. 3 [appendix optional] 
 
Feb. 8   Contextualist Responses: DeRose, ch. 4-5 
  Short Paper Due 
 
Feb. 15  Other Options: Hawthorne, ch. 3; Stanley, ch. 5 
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Feb. 22  More on Pragmatic Encroachment: Hawthorne, ch. 4; DeRose, ch. 6 [sections 1-10] 
 
Mar. 1   Objections to Pragmatic Encroachment: DeRose, ch. 7; Stanley, ch. 6 
 
Mar. 8  Reading Period Begins; Presentations 
 
Mar. 11  Comments Due 
 
Mar. 15  Final Paper Due 


